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SDIP Most Frequently Asked Questions
1.  What is SDIP?  

SDIP is a Pilot Incentive Pay Program authorized under NAVADMIN 070/07 and executed under the policies and guidelines of CNO (N13) Policy Decision Memorandum 008-13 of 26 Apr 2013.   SDIP is an incentive offered to Sailors in specific ratings, pay grades and/or NEC’s to voluntarily remain on sea duty past their Prescribed Sea Tour (PST) or curtail their current shore duty and return early to sea duty.

2.  What are the different SDIP Program options?

There are three options available under the SDIP Program:
a. SDIP-E (Extension) – Extend on board the current sea duty command (ship, submarine or aviation squadron) past your PST for a minimum of 1 year.
b. SDIP-B (Back-to-Back) – Allows Sailors to extend at-sea, beyond their PST, by volunteering for a Back-to-Back sea tour.  If approved, the Rating Detailer will assign the Sailor based on requisition priority to their follow-on sea duty assignment to a ship, submarine or aviation squadron.
c.  SDIP-C (Curtailment) - Sailors serving on shore duty having completed a minimum activity tour (MAT), volunteers to return to sea early for a minimum of 1 year on board a ship, submarine or aviation squadron and curtail their shore duty a minimum of 6 months.

3. Am I automatically entitled to SDIP if I have exceeded my PST/PRD?
SDIP is an “incentive” and not an “entitlement”.  Eligibility to receive this incentive is not automatic.  Sailors must request and be approved for SDIP pursuant to SDIP application guidelines as indicated:
SDIP-E – Request MUST be submitted 1 year prior to PST.
SDIP-B – Request MUST be submitted 11-13 months prior to completion of PST and current PRD.
SDIP-C – Request MUST be submitted at least 3 months prior to requested transfer date. 

 
4.  Can I request SDIP if I have already reported to my new command?

SDIP cannot be retroactively approved.  Once a Sailor is in receipt of follow-on orders, the Sailor is no longer eligible to apply for SDIP.

5. How do I request SDIP?

SDIP requests are submitted to your specific Rating Detailer using a NAVPERS 1306/7, with command endorsement, via Bupers On-line or hardcopy.  SDIP-E requests must state that you desire to extend at-sea with SDIP, on board the current command for a specific period of time, i.e., 12 months, 17 months, 24 months, etc.  SDIP-B requests must state that you desire a back-to-back sea tour with SDIP for a specific period of time, i.e., 12 months, 24, 36 months, 48 months.  The period requested must match the DOD or MAT requirement.  SDIP-C requests must state that you desire to curtail shore duty indicating a specific month and year with SDIP benefits.  SDIP requests MUST NOT contain statements indicating assignment to specific commands or geographic locations.

6.  When do I submit a SDIP request?

· SDIP-E requests MUST be submitted 1 year prior to current PRD and completion of PST.
· SDIP-B requests MUST be submitted 11-13 months prior to current PRD and completion of PST.
· SDIP-C requests MUST be submitted three months prior to the desired detachment date from the current shore duty assignment.

7.  What type commands must I be assigned to be eligible for SDIP-B?

Sailors approved for SDIP must be assigned to commissioned ships, submarines and aviation squadrons, designated as sea duty for purposes of rotation (sea/shore codes 2 and 4).  Pre-Commissioned Units are not an eligible SDIP command.




8. Who is eligible to submit an SDIP request?

Sailors desiring to submit a request for SDIP-E must be serving in a permanent duty assignment on board a ship, submarine or aviation squadron designated as sea duty for rotational purposes (assigned sea/shore type duty code 2 or 4).  Sailors requesting SDIP-B must be serving in a permanent duty assignment on board a command designated as sea duty for purposes of ration (assigned sea/shore type duty code 2 or 4).  For SDIP-C, a Sailor must be serving in a permanent shore duty assignment at an activity located in the Continental United States (CONUS), Hawaii, Alaska, or overseas that is designated as shore duty for purposes of rotation (assigned sea/shore duty code 1 or 6).

9. If I require a High-Year Tenure (HYT) Waiver, can I apply for SDIP?

Sailors currently serving under a HYT Waiver, or who must be granted a HYT Waiver to execute orders are eligible and encouraged to apply for SDIP.  Sailors must be able to complete the minimum SDIP extension requirements or incur the required obligated service and complete the DOD Tour or MAT requirements.   

10.  Must I reenlist if approved for the SDIP Program?

Sailors must incur sufficient obligated service via appropriate extensions of active obligated service (EAOS) options to execute orders or SDIP extension period that has been requested and approved.

11. How is SDIP paid?

SDIP-B or SDIP-C payments are made in one lump-sum within two pay periods of the Sailor having been properly gained on board the sea duty command for which SDIP was approved and the SDIP Page 13 has been received.  SDIP-E payments are made in one lump-sum within two pay periods of the extension effective date which begins the month/year after the Sailor’s original PRD.  SDIP payment transactions are forwarded to DFAS on the first-of-the-month and mid-month only.  Payments will normally reflect in the Sailor’s Financial Institution with 5-7 working days of being forwarded to DFAS.  Payments do not follow normal payday dates and will not appear on the LES until after payment has been made.



12.  How long must I agree to remain on sea duty to receive SDIP?

Sailors requesting SDIP-E must extend a minimum of 12 months past their PST.  SDIP-B Sailors must agree to remain on sea duty for a normal DOD Tour or Minimum Activity Tour past their PST.  SDIP-C Sailors must agree to return to sea duty for a minimum of 12 months or for a normal DOD Tour or MAT beyond their PST.  

13.  What is the SDIP Page 13?

The SDIP Page 13 represents the contract between the Sailor and the Navy stipulating the terms of the SDIP Agreement.  To be valid, the SDIP Page 13 must be dated and signed.  Commands are directed to complete and forward the SDIP Page 13 to NAVPERSCOM (PERS-40DD) via fax, email or utilizing the postal service, within 30 days of receipt of the SDIP Approval Message.  The date on the SDIP Page 13 must be equal to or later than the date of the SDIP Approval Message.  The SDIP Payment TAC will not be forwarded to DFAS for payment until the SDIP Page 13 has been received and entered in to the Sailor’s Enlisted Master File.

14. How is the Tax Free Determination made?

Tax Free eligibility is determined by DFAS based on the date that the SDIP Page 13 is signed. If a Sailor is in a Tax Free Zone on the date that the SDIP Page 13 is signed, the payment will be Tax Free regardless of when it is paid.

15.  Can I cancel my SDIP after it has been approved?

A request to cancel a previously approved SDIP must be submitted in writing to NAVPERSCOM (PERS-40) and the Rating Detailer, a minimum of 30 days prior to the SDIP start date.

16.  Can I apply for SDIP, VSDP, OTEIP or other Incentive Programs at the same time?

Yes.  Sailors should submit a request for all eligible incentive pay programs at once.  Only one NAVPERS 1306/7 is necessary when submitting for multiple incentive programs.

	

